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Frequently Asked Questions

FAQs  Frequently Asked Questions:
1) Q:  When is a Storm Water Sampling Analysis Plan (SAP) required?

A:  All SWPPP projects are required to incorporate SAPs.  The SAP part of Specification 07-345 for all projects should be included even if no sampling costs are anticipated.  In cases where sampling is unlikely the funds allocated to the SAP may be only enough to prepare the plan.  Consult your NPDES Coordinator or construction Storm Water Coordinator to determine the appropriate programmed cost.

2) Q:  If the project receiving waters are not listed for sediment and turbidity, do I include funds in BEES item code 066597?

A:  Regulatory changes in the Statewide General Construction Permit are expected to expand the Storm Water Sampling & Analysis requirement for the majority of SWPPP projects.  All SWPPP projects going to construction in the 2008 season should contain a non-zero amount for Storm Water Sampling and Analysis.  Estimating guidance in http://northregion.dot.ca.gov/design/swmp/ docs/NREstimatingConstrSiteBMPs0507.pdf, states that the Stormwater Sampling and Analysis item should be estimated at the same rate as Prepare SWPPP and incremented for each rainy season.  This estimate may be modified during consultation with Construction.

3) Q:  Who prepares the Notice of Construction and who submits it to the Regional Water Quality Control Board?

A:  The draft NOC is completed by the PE and transmitted to NPDES staff when the project goes to PS&E.  NPDES staff will complete the form at the appropriate time and submit it to the correct RWQCB
4) Q: When is a Notice of Construction (NOC) filed with the Regional Water Quality Control Board?

A:  At least 30 days prior to the start of construction, Caltrans will submit a NOC to the appropriate RWQCB for all construction projects that disturb more than one (1) acre of soil. A project’s SWPPP must include a copy of the NOC.

Failure to file the NOC, or late filing of the NOC, can result in enforcement actions by the Regional Boards.  Remember to send the draft NOC to NPDES for filing when the project is submitted to Office Engineer.

5) Q:  Can you give me direction on dewatering?

A:  One important element of project Construction BMP strategy is dewatering.  Dewatering on a project can range from incidental rainfall collected in trenches to dewatering required by excavations below the local water table. Depending on the volume of water and project location, dewatering may require a separate permit from the RWQCB and consultation with the Department of Fish and Game.

Generally, if the volume of water to be removed can be used on the site for dust control or spread on the ground within the right of way to infiltrate and evaporate, then no separate dewatering permit will be required (although special provisions of the 401 certification may apply).

If the water volume is such that the water cannot all be disposed of as above then a separate dewatering permit may be required.

In all cases where dewatering is anticipated, Section 6 of the SWDR should outline the dewatering strategy as part of the Construction BMP strategy.  Contact your local Design Stormwater staff for more information about specific projects and locations.

6) Q: Is there a website that has all of the stormwater SSPs and nSSPs in one location?

A:  Yes. See http://projdel/design/storm/ssps.asp#wpcssp.

7) Q:  Which basic plans, SSPs and BEEs items should I include in PS&E packages?

A: See http://projdel/design/storm/ssps.asp#wpcssp. Go to “Quick Check“section.

