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CHAPTER ONE
Introduction

Traversable Highways are routes that have been approved by the Legislation as future State
Highway Routes. These routes when constructed to the Department of Transportation (Caltrans)
standards, the California Transportation Commission (CTC) shall adopt them as state highways
and Caltrans must maintain them with funds from State Highway account. These routes are
described in the Division 1, Chapter 2, Article 3 of the Streets and Highway Code Section 300
and also are known as “paper” routes.

Chapter two discusses the current laws described in Streets and Highways Code relating to
traversable highways.

Chapter three describes the four categories of traversable highway routes.

Chapters four through eight provides table summaries on traversable highways that are either
being improved or are under consideration for improvement. This includes the prospects for
adoption of roads into the state highway system or assumption of maintenance, the current and
proposed construction of traversable highways, and roads that are under study for possible
inclusion in the state highway system.

Finally, the report provides Appendix “A” that contain detailed table lists for each District with
all their categories and Appendix “B” which includes the Deputy Directive #37-R1.



CHAPTER TWO

Laws Relating to Traversable Highways

The following codes related to Traversable Highways are from the Streets and Highways Code;
Division 1, Chapter 1, Article 2 & 3.

Traversable Highways
81. Except as is provided in Section 2109, whenever there exists between the termini of, and
approximately on, any route included in the state highway system a traversable highway, the
commission shall adopt the same as the state highway between such termini. The commission
may adopt a portion of any such road if it determines that such portion is constructed to
adequate standards and if such portion is contiguous to a portion of the state highway system
presently being maintained by the department. If more than one such traversable highway exists,
the commission shall determine and designate which of such highways shall constitute the state
highway. The traversable highways thus selected and adopted shall be state highways in all
respects the same as if originally constructed or acquired by the state, subject to all laws
applicable to state highways. All acts and actions of the commission and the department with
respect to the taking over and maintenance of such highways heretofore taken are hereby
approved and ratified.

Notice of Action
82. Whenever a traversable highway is adopted as a state highway as provided in Section 81,
written notice of such action shall be given to the board of supervisors of each county and to the
city council of each city within which such highway or any portion thereof is located. The filing
of a certified copy of the resolution or order of the commission with the local authority shall be a
sufficient notice of the action of the commission.

Highway Right of Way
83. Any public street or highway or portion thereof which is within the boundaries of a state
highway, including a traversable highway adopted or designated as a state highway, shall
constitute a part of the right of way of such state highway without compensation being paid
therefor, and the department shall have jurisdiction thereover and responsibility for the
maintenance thereof.

Duty to Improve and Maintain Highway
91. The department shall improve and maintain the state highways, including all traversable
highways which have been adopted or designated as state highways by the commission, as
provided in this code.

General Authority
92. The department may do any act necessary, convenient or proper for the construction,
improvement, maintenance or use of all highways which are under its jurisdiction, possession or
control.




Laws Relating to Traversable Highways (Continue)

Maintenance of State Highways
2109. State highways shall be maintained, constructed, and improved out of the moneys
received in the State Highway Account under Section 2108. Notwithstanding Section 81, the
department is not required to maintain any route, or portion of a route, added after January 1,
1947, until it has been laid out and constructed as a state highway.




CHAPTER THREE

Categories of Traversable Highway Routes

Traversable Highways are divided into 4 categories:

Cateqgory 1.

Table 1-Proposed Adoption and Assumption of Maintenance: The traversable

Category 2.

highway is adequate and Caltrans assumption of maintenance is expected within
the year.

Table 2-Current and Proposed Construction: The traversable highway is

Category 3.

inadequate or nonexistent, but a project is included in the current Statewide
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP), Regional Transportation
Improvement Program (RTIP), or other capital budget, and Caltrans assumption of
maintenance is expected within five years.

Table 3-Studies: The traversable highway is inadequate or nonexistent, but project

Category 4.

studies are scheduled within five years so State assumption of maintenance is a
possibility within the next ten years.

Table 4-With No Activity: The traversable highway is inadequate or nonexistent

and no project studies are planned within five years so State assumption of
maintenance is unlikely in the next ten years.



CHAPTER FOUR

CATEGORY 1

Proposed Adoption and Assumption of Maintenance

Table 1-Proposed Adoption and Assumption of Maintenance no route presently identified under
Category 1. If a location would be in this category, this would indicate that Caltrans may assume
maintenance of the mileage of traversable highway:

e No route presently identified under Category 1.



CHAPTER FIVE

CATEGORY 2

Current and Proposed Construction

Table 2-Current and Proposed Construction below indicates either Caltrans or local agencies
plan to improve 22.8 miles of traversable highways. Some of these improvements are underway;
others are included in capital budgets, such as Statewide Transportation Improvement Program

(STIP) and State Highway Operation and Protection Program (SHOPP). The following is list of
these projects:

TABLE 2-Current and Proposed Construction

Traversable Route Traversable Route Current and Proposed
(Dist-Co-Rte) Description Construction of Traversable Route
(in miles)
07-LA-47 From Vincent Thomas 1.2

Bridge to Route 103

11-SD-11 From the northern border 3.0
of the New Federal POE
located approximately 2
miles east of the existing
Otay Mesa POE to the
junction Route 125 and
Route 905.

12-ORA-1 Northerly NB CL to 4.0
Jamboree Rd.

12-ORA-241 Oso Pkwy/SR 241 IC to 4.1
Cow Camp Road near SR
74

12-ORA-241 Cow Camp Road to I-5/SR 10.5
241 1C

Total = 22.8 miles




CHAPTER SIX

CATEGORY 3

Studies

Table 3-Studies below indicates either Caltrans or local agencies plan to study 101.4 miles of
traversable routes. Some of these studies are underway; others will be conducted in the near
future. The following is a list of routes to be studied:

TABLE 3-Studies

Traversable Route Traversable Route Traversable Route Studies being
(Dist-Co-Rte) Description conducted
(in miles)
1-DN-169 From Terwer Riffle Road 18.2
to Wauteck Village
04-ALA/CC-239 From Route 580 West of 17.0
Tracy to Route 4
10-AMA-104 From Route 49 to Route 8.3
88. (Ridge Road, Climax
Road).
10-STA-108 From Route 33 to Route 17.9
99. (Crow's Landing
Road).
10-STA-130 Santa Clara County Line to 23.0

Route 5 (Del Puerto
Canyon Road)

10-SJ-239 From Route 4 to Route 205 17.0
(Mountain House Road,
Byron Highway)

Total = 101.4 miles




CHAPTER SEVEN

CATEGORY 4

With No Activity

Table 4-With No Activity below indicates either Caltrans or local agencies have no activity for
1,237.8 miles of traversable highways:

TABLE 4-With No Activity

Category 4
District Table 4 Summary, Total
Traversable Highways: All Categories
With No Activity (in miles)
(in miles)
1 142.1 160.3
2 7.5 7.5
3 161.8 161.8
4 199.7 216.7
5 61.2 61.2
6 1454 1454
7 214.3 215.5
8 70.5 70.5
9 71.5 71.5
10 110.3 176.5
11 23.3 26.3
12 20.0 38.6
TOTAL 1237.8 1351.8




CHAPTER EIGHT

ALL CATEGORIES

Traversable Highways

Table 5-Traversable Highways below indicates the summary status for all the categories for each
district as per their 2013 reported:

TABLE 5-Traversable Highways

Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 Category 4
District Table 1 Table 2 Table 3 Table 4 Total
Summary, Summary, Summary, Summary, (in miles)
Proposed Current and Studies With No
Adoption and Proposed (in miles) Activity
Assumption of | Construction (in miles)
Maintenance (in miles)

(in miles)
1 0.0 0.0 18.2 142.1 160.3
2 0.0 0.0 0.0 7.5 7.5
3 0.0 0.0 0.0 161.8 161.8
4 0.0 0.0 17.0 199.7 216.7
5 0.0 0.0 0.0 61.2 61.2
6 0.0 0.0 0.0 145.4 145.4
7 0.0 1.2 0.0 214.3 215.5
8 0.0 0.0 0.0 70.5 70.5
9 0.0 0.0 0.0 71.5 71.5
10 0.0 0.0 66.2 110.3 176.5
11 0.0 3.0 0.0 23.3 26.3
12 0.0 18.6 0.0 20.0 38.6

TOTAL 0.0 22.8 101.4 1227.6 1351.8




APPENDIX A

TRAVERSABLE HIGHWAY ROUTES NOT YET MAINTAINED BY THE STATE

ALL CATEGORIES, DISTRICT 1-12 TABLE DETAILS
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APPENDIX B

DEPUTY DIRECTIVE # 37-R2 ON ADOPTION AND MAINTENANCE OF
TRAVERSABLE HIGHWAYS



California Department of Transportation

Flex your power!
Be energy efficient!

Deputy Directive Hiambers DD-37-R2
Refer to
Director's Policy: DP-08
Freeway System
Management
Effective Date: 03/12/14
Supersedes: DD-37-R1

TITLE

(Revised 2-28-11)
Adoption of Traversable Highways

POLICY

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) monitors traversable
highways and assumes responsibility for ownership, operations and
maintenance of traversable highways when the California Transportation
Commission (CTC), as outlined in the Streets and Highways Code. adopts
those highways into the State Highway System.

DEFINITION/BACKGROUND

As outlined in the Streets and Highways Code, Division 1. Chapter 1, Article
3, sections 81, 82, 83, 91, 92 and except as provided in section 2109, when an
entire route in the statutory State Highway System has been constructed to
adequate standards to serve as a state highway, the CTC must adopt the
constructed facility. If a portion of a route has been constructed to adequate
standards and connects to a maintained state highway, the CTC may adopt the
constructed facility. Upon CTC adoption of a facility, Caltrans must maintain
that facility using state highway funds.

Traversable Highways: Legislatively designated routes, which Caltrans does
not yet maintain. Generally, these routes are owned and maintained by other
governmental entities prior to adoption by the State.

Adegquate Standards: An existing facility has been constructed to Caltrans
standards if it provides a level of traffic safety and operation that is acceptable
to Caltrans and if. in the opinion of Caltrans, no restoration or major
improvements will be needed within ten years of the route adoption date.

RESPONSIBILITIES

District Directors:

e Monitor traversable highways, prepare an annual listing describing their
status for possible adoption or designation by the CTC, and submit the
listing to the Division of Research, Innovation and System Information
(DRISI) by the end of each calendar year.

"Caltrans improves mobility across California”



Deputy Directive
Number DD-37-R2
Page 2

e Before entering into adoption negotiations with a local agency. obtain
concurrence from the Divisions of Transportation Planning and Design on
functionality and continuity of the route and District Traffic Operations to
ensure safety and mobility standards are met.

e Obtain concurrence from the local agency on adoption of the traversable
highway as a State-maintained highway if it meets State standards.

e Initiate a joint field review with representatives from the district-and
headquarters Divisions of Design, Maintenance, Traffic Operations,
Research, Innovation and System Information, Transportation Planning.
Right-of-Way, and Legal to prepare a report for adoption of the route.

e Prepare a Project Initiation Document. Project Report. and Environmental
Document for route adoption.

e Prepare joint letter of concurrence signed by all of the affected
headquarters divisions and submit to the Chief Deputy Director for
approval.

e Prepare Route Adoption Map and submit to the Division of Design. along
with approved Project Report and Environmental Document for CTC
Route Adoption action and approval.

¢ Submit an Environmental Document to Division of Environmental
Analysis for CTC Environmental Matters Route Adoption approval.

o Notify the local agency of the CTC's adoption of the road in accordance
with section 82 of the Streets and Highways Code.

e Assume maintenance responsibilities after CTC action and formal
adoption of the route by Caltrans.

Chief. Division of Research. Innovation and System Information:

e Maintains a current status file of traversable highways.

e Ensures the development, maintenance, and distribution of Caltrans
“Traversable Highways Report.™

Chief. Division of Transportation Planning:
» Reviews proposed adoption of traversable highways and provides data and
advice regarding route connection and functional classification.

Chief. Division of Design:

e Provides review and concurrence that safety and operational needs are met
by traversable highway.

e Works with district and other headquarter divisions to obtain CTC
approval of route adoption of the traversable highway.

e Notifies the appropriate districts and divisions of any relevant CTC action.

Chief. Division of Traffic Operations:
e Confirms that the proposed route meets adequate safety and mobility
standards.

"Caltrans improves mobility across California”
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Chief. Division of Maintenance:

e Ensures that needed operations and maintenance resources (personnel
years and dollars) are added to the budget for the current and following
fiscal years when the maintenance responsibilities are assumed.

e Adjusts maintenance allocations to reflect the increased workload.

APPLICABILITY

All Caltrans employees involved in the process of adoption or designation and
subsequent maintenance of highways.

3 /L/?e/c/

RICHAEKD D.LAND |~ Date Signed
Chief Deputy Director
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