Local Agency
Continuing from
PES Form

Request DLAE to schedule
an early coordination
meeting to discuss scope,
required format, and content
of each technical study.
Refer to Chapter 6 of the
Local Assistance Procedures
Manual for guidance.

Waters of the U.S. and the
State Decision Tree

Caltrans
Continuing from
PEAR

Does the preliminary scoping
ocument (ie., PES or PEAR) identi
potential wetlands/waters effects

within the biological study area?
Apply current NEPA/404 integration
MOU thresholds)

Yes

v

Conduct wetland/waters delineation using 1987
Corps of Engineers Manual and either the Arid
West or Western Mountains, Valleys, and Coast
Regional Supplements to the Corps of Engineers
Delineation Manual. Prepare submittal to Corps
of Engineers for Verification. Conduct other
wetland investigations.

No

v

v

Document findings
of no effects on
waters within the
biological study
area in NES.

Prepare Assessment as a separate report or part
of the NES for inclusion into the DED. Develop
conceptual mitigation plan. Summarize results of
the wetland finding in the NEPA document in
accordance with SER, Volume lll, Chapter 3,
Wetlands and Waters of the U.S. and State and
the Environmental Document Review Checklist
(see Forms and Templates). Consider NEPA/404
Integration MOU.

v

Process Draft Environmental Document.
Consider NEPA/404 Integration MOU
checkpoints.

v

Once Final Alternative is identified, develop
Wetlands Only Practicable Alternative Finding in
accordance with Executive Order 11990 and the

Final Mitigation Plan for inclusion in FED.

Y

Circulate FED

Y

Begin Corps of Engineers wetlands/water and
other permit processes.
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